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end, and the Irish only yielded at the last moment to a blunt inti-
mation that, if they did not, a sterner kind of war than they had yet
experienced would follow.
The Treaty, signed on December 6, 1921, gave Ireland the constitu-
tional status of a Dominion which carried with it complete fiscal auto-
nomy and the right within certain limits to maintain an army. It
secured the right of Northern Ireland to retain its own form of
autonomy under the Act of 1920, and provided for a financial settle-
ment by agreement or arbitration covering among other things, the
payment of the land annuities due to Great Britain for loans raised in
previous years for the buying out of landlords. This was signed by
all the Irish delegates,1 but during all these weeks de Valera, the
" President of the Irish Republic," had remained in Ireland and he
immediately made it known that he was no party to, and would resist
the conclusions arrived at in London. A bitter debate in the Sinn Fein
Parliament ended on January 8, 1922, in the acceptance of the Treaty
by 64 votes to 57, and the British people, being by this time exhausted
and wearied with the controversy, looked the other way and left
Ireland to settle her own problems. In Ireland the New Year opened
with armed bands of extremists moving uncontrolled, levying toll
on banks, commandeering motor-cars and vowing that they would
stop at nothing to smash the Treaty and renew the war with England.
The struggle was now between the moderate and the extreme Sinn
Feiners, and it was prolonged for many months and fought with great
intensity on both sides. In August, 1922, Arthur Griffith died sud-
denly, and ten days later Michael Collins was caught in ambush and
shot. In September, Mr. Cosgrave was elected President of the Irish
Free State, and by degrees the lawful Government won the mastery,
but not before it had been driven to try its opponents by court martial,
and to execute several of them, including Erskine Childers, a gifted
Englishman, who after distinguished service in the war had been drawn
1 Mr. Arthur Griffith, founder of Sinn Fein ; Mr. Michael Collins, Finance
Minister of Dail Eireann; Mr. R. C. Barton and Mr. G. Gavan Duffy.
Associated with these as Secretary was Mr. Erskine Childers. The British
representatives were die Prime Minister, Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Lord
Birkenhead, Sir Gordon- Hewart, Sir L. Worthingtoa Evans and Sir Hamar
Greenwood.
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